


 In association withUnder the Auspices of

st

SIE
Società Italiana di 
Ematologia CONFERENCE

C. Cerchione, G. Martinelli

SCIENTIFIC BOARD

PRESIDENTS

SCIENTIFIC SECRETARIAT

C. Cerchione, N. Daver, C. DiNardo,
A. Ferrajoli, N. Fowler, G. Garcia-Manero,
E. Jabbour, H. Kantarjian, H. Lee, T. Kadia,
M. Konopleva, G. Martinelli, F. Ravandi

C. Cerchione, G. Martinelli,
G. Musuraca, S. Ronconi



Dear colleague,
We are delighted to welcome you the SOHO 1st Italian Conference, an interactive and educational event to discuss the latest scienti-
�c research and share personal experiences on Acute Lymphoblastic Leukemia, Acute Myeloid Leukemia, Multiple Myeloma, 
Lymphomas, Chronic Lymphocytic Leukemia, Chronic Myeloid Leukemia, Myelodysplastic Syndromes.
This �rst SOHO Italy Conference, in bringing together leading SOHO experts and top Italian researchers, aims to consolidate the 
Italian Hematology-SOHO partnership. It also serves to introduce to the Italian Scienti�c Community to the collaboration between 
IRST and MD Anderson, heralding the creation of a new scienti�c society whose aim, in integrating the clinical-scienti�c activities of 
the two centers, will be to improve the clinical-therapeutic approach to patients with hematologic 
malignancies.   
We hope that you enjoy the SOHO 1st Italian Conference and �nd it to be a highly-educational and engaging
meeting!

Chairs
Giovanni Martinelli
Claudio Cerchione

CHAIRS’ WELCOME



MARTINELLI GIOVANNI

As of 1 Janury 2018, Professor Giovanni Martinelli is scienti�c director of Istituto Scienti�co Romagnolo per lo Studio
e la Cura dei Tumori (IRST) Srl – IRCCS, in Meldola (FC), Italy.
Until December 2017, Professor Giovanni Martinelli was associate professor of Hematology at the Institute of Hema-
tology “L. & A. Seragnoli”, Azienda Ospedaliera S. Orsola-Malpighi at the University of Bologna, Italy. His main �elds 

CERCHIONE CLAUDIO

Since 2018, he works in Hematology Unit of Istituto Scienti�co Romagnolo per lo Studio e la Cura dei Tumori (IRST) 
IRCCS. He also has spent international research experiences in Friedrich-wilhelms universität, Bonn, Germany, in 
Universitade de Coimbra, Portugal, collaborating in their clinical and research projects, and in MD Anderson Cancer 
Center, Houston, USA, where he was nominated  Ambassdor of SOHO (Society of Hematologic Oncology).
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of research are AML, ALL and CML, including research on targeted therapies in major hematological syndromes: Acute Leukemias, 
CML (both Philadelphia-chromosome positive and non-positive), and  hypereosinophilic syndrome.

He is member of the editorial boards  of  many  scienti�c  journals,  and  member  of  several international societies, including the 
Society of Hematologic Oncology (SOHO), American Society of Hematology (ASH), European Hematology  Association (EHA) and
Italian  Society  of Hematology (SIE).
In 2018/2019 he was nominated by EHA as one of the winners of Clinical Research Training in Hematology.



DAVER NAVAL G.
Dr. Naval Daver is Assistant Professor in the Department of Leukemia at The University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer 
Center in Houston, Texas.  Dr. Daver received his medical degree at Grant Medical College and Sir J.J. Group of Hospi-
tals, in Mumbai, India.  He went on to complete a research fellowship followed by a clinical residency and a clinical 
fellowship in oncology at Baylor College of Medicine in Houston, Texas. Dr. Daver is board certi�ed in Oncology, 

DiNARDO COURTNEY D.

Dr. DiNardo interests are focused on inherited predispositions to hematologic malignancies. 
This interest led to the development of one of the �rst dedicated clinics for evaluation of families with hematologic 
malignancies in the country (Hereditary Hematologic Malignancy Clinic—HHMC) in April 2014. The HHMC provides 
research-based opportunities for scienti�c discovery through whole exome sequencing families with a strong history 
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Hematology and Internal Medicine.  
He is a member of the American Society of Clinical Oncology and American Society of Hematology.

of hematologic malignancies including the potential for novel gene discovery. My research in the evolving clinical phenotype and 
treatment outcomes of IDH1 and IDH2 mutations in myeloid malignancies has yielded numerous publications and national/inter-
national IDH-inhibitor trials. My expertise in myeloid malignancy metabolomics has also driven my research related to therapeutic 
targeting of glutamine metabolism in myelodysplastic syndrome.



FOWLER NATHAN H.
His interest in immunomodulatory agents began during my hematology/oncology fellowship at Georgetown 
University Hospital, where he helped to develop some of the �rst protocols to use lenalidomide in CLL. Since joining 
the faculty at MD Anderson Cancer Center, the goal of his clinical research has been to further develop novel thera-
peutic regimens utilizing immunomodulatory agents to bene�t patients with low grade non-Hodgkins lymphoma. 

GARCIA-MANERO GUILLERMO

Guillermo Garcia-Manero, M.D., is a physician-scientist specializing in state-of-the-art treatments for leukemia. His 
research focuses on myelodysplastic syndromes (MDS) and acute myeloid leukemia (AML), and his goal is develop 
and validate new therapeutics to treat these deadly diseases. He leads teams of clinicians, medical fellows, nurses, 
physician assistants and researchers to conduct pre-clinical, translational, and clinical studies. The goal of these 

JABBOUR ELIAS

Dr. Jabbour joined the MD Anderson Cancer Center faculty in 2007 and is currently a Professor of Medicine in the 
Department of Leukemia. He is actively involved in developmental therapeutics research in leukemia. Over the past 
5 years he has assisted in developing chemotherapeutic and biologic agents in leukemias and contributed to the
development of others. These include: 
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He serves as the chairman of several phase I and investigator-initiated phase II trials for patients with non-Hodgkins lymphoma 
which includes leading the largest clinical study to use immunomodulatory drugs for untreated low grade lymphoma. 

studies is to understand, treat, and eventually cure MDS, AML and other leukemias.

1) the Hyper CVAD-ofatumumab regimen in ALL; 2) clofarabine in myeloid malignancies; 3) hypomethylating agents in AML and
MDS; 4) Tyrosine kinase therapy in CML; and 5) triple therapy in AML. 



KANTARIJAN HAGOP M.

Hagop Kantarjian, M.D. is professor and chair of the Department of Leukemia at The University of Texas MD Ander-
son Cancer Center, where he is also the Samsung Distinguished Leukemia Chair in Cancer Medicine. He is also a 
non-resident fellow in health policy at the Rice University Baker Institute. Doctor Kantarjian has received several 
prestigious honours and awards including the 37th Je�rey A Gottlieb Memorial Award (2012), the John Mendelsohn 

LEE HANS C.
Dr. Hans Lee is an oncologist in Houston, Texas and is a�liated with University of Texas MD Anderson Cancer Center. 
He received his medical degree from Indiana University School of Medicine and has been in practice between 6-10 
years.

KADIA TAPAN M.

Dr. Tapan Kadia is is an Associate Professor in the Department of Leukemia at The University of Texas MD Anderson 
Cancer Center in Houston, Texas. He is actively involved in clinical and translational research for the treatment of 
patients with leukemia. His particular focus is in developmental therapeutics in acute leukemia, including 
individualized frontline therapy, biologically rational targeted therapy, and longer term maintenance strategies in 
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Lifetime Scienti�c Achievement Award (2008), the Joseph H. Burchenal Memorial Award (2013),the Charles A. LeMaistre, M.D. 
Outstanding Achievement Award in Cancer (2014), and America’s Top Doctors, Castle Connolly Medical (2003-present). He was also 
selected the top Castle Connolly National Physician of the Year Award for Lifetime Achievement (2014). Doctor Kantarjian’s research
focuses on translational-clinical developmental therapeutics

AML and ALL. He is primary investigator on numerous trials in acute myeloid leukemia, T-cell leukemias, bone marrow failure states, 
and is a leader in these.



KONOPLEVA MARINA

Dr. Konopleva is a Physician-Scientist, Professor, and active member of the clinical faculty in the Departments of 
Leukemia and Stem Cell Transplantation. Her laboratory is studying novel agents in acute myeloid and lymphocytic 
leukemias, focusing on BCL-2 targeting and agents targeting leukemic microenvironment and metabolism. Dr. 
Konopleva has extended her research to include clinical translational investigations and has developed clinical trials 

RAVANDI-KASHANI FARHAD
Dr. Farhad Ravandi is Janiece and Stephen A. Lasher Professor of Medicine and Chief of Section of Developmental 
Therapeutics in the Department of Leukemia at the University of Texas – M. D. Anderson Cancer Center. Dr. Ravandi 
is board certi�ed in Internal Medicine, Hematology and Medical Oncology. His main areas of interests are therapy of 
acute myeloid leukemia, as well as rare leukemias including Philadelphia positive acute lymphoblastic leukemia, 
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based on laboratory discoveries. These include BCL-2 inhibitor venetoclax, inhibitor of oxidative phosphorylation, CXCR4 inhibitors, 
AKT and mTOR inhibitors and hypoxia-activated prodrugs. She has also been an active mentor to trainees including undergraduate, 
medical and graduate students, post-doctoral fellows who have trained under her direction in support of her various laboratory
grants and projects.

hairy cell leukemia and T-cell leukemias. He has authored several book chapters and many articles in peer-reviewed journals. He is 
a member of several professional societies including the American Society of Hematology, American Society of Clinical Oncology, 
and Society of Hematological Oncology and is a member of editorial board of several journals.



DAY 1 — 25
SEPTEMBER 
2019

thDAY 1 — 25
SEPTEMBER 
2019

OPENING SESSION

SESSION 1 - NEW DRUGS IN ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIAS
SESSION CHAIRS - C. CERCHIONE, H. KANTARJIAN

08.15 Welcome – C. Cerchione, G. Martinelli
08.30 Welcome and Introduction – What is Italian  SOHO   
 C. Cerchione, G. Martinelli, N. Daver,  E. Jabbour, 
 H. Kantarjian, M. Konopleva

08.45 AML: State of the art update in MD Anderson  Cancer 
 Center – H. Kantarjian 
09.00 Novel Therapies in AML in MDACC - N. Daver
09.15  New drugs in AML in Europe – G. Martinelli
09.30 MDACC Approach To Treatment of older - T. Kadia 
09.45  Current approach in elderly AML in Italy - A. Isidori
10.00  What is the role of allogenic transplant in AML in target 
 therapy era? -  A. Rambaldi

SESSION 2 - TARGET THERAPIES IN ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIAS
SESSION CHAIRS - G. MARTINELLI, C. MECUCCI

10.15 Is this a new era for target therapies in AML? 
 M.P. Martelli  
10.30  Venetoclax in elderly AML - C. DiNardo

10.45 Novel venetoclax based therapies and mechanisms
 of resistance - M. Konopleva
11.00 FLT3-based approaches in AML - N. Daver
11.15 Role of CPX-351 in Acute Myeloid Leukemia 
 G. Martinelli
11.30 Should All Order AML Patients and Younger Patients 
 with Adverse Biology Routinely Receive HMA/  
 Venetoclax Istead of 3+7/Standard Induction?   
 Whem Midostaurin? - F. Ferrara
11.45 Co�ee break 

SESSION 3 - NEW FRONTIERS IN ACUTE MYLOID LEUKEMIAS 
SESSION CHAIRS - A. RAMBALDI - B. FALINI

12.00 NPM1 AML: from bench to bed-side - B. Falini
12.15 NPM1 AML: new frontiers - L. Brunetti
12.30 Geneting pro�ling in Acute Myeloid Leukemia in
 novel agents era - G. Visani
12.45 Environment-mediated drug resistance in AML 
 C. Cerchione
13.00 Role of MRD in AML - M. Gottardi
13.15 The assesment of MRD versus that of somatic mutations for
  predicting the outcome of Acute Myeloid Leukemia 
 M. Petrini
13.30 Lunch
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thDAY 1 — 25
SEPTEMBER 
2019

SESSION 4 - BIOLOGY OF ACUTE MYELOID LEUKEMIAS 
SESSION CHAIRS - A. BOSI - M. GOBBI

14.15 Metabolism of Acute Myeloid Leukemia - G. Simonetti
14.30 Functional genomics and therapeutic targeting of 
 Acute Erythroid Leukemia - I. Iacobucci
14.45 Novel strategies of adoptive immunotherapy: 
 How natural killer cells may change the treatment of 
 elderly patients with Acute Myeloblastic Leukemia 
  R.M. Lemoli
15.00 Present and near future of AML trials in Italy - A. Venditti

SESSION 5 - NEW FRONTIERS IN MYELODYSPLASTIC 
SYNDROMES AND RARE DISEASES
SESSION CHAIRS - E. JABBOUR - G. GARCIA-MANERO

15.15 Lecture: Advancing Leukemia diagnostics: 
 Role of NGS in AML/MDS - T. Haferlach
15.30 State of art Update in MDACC: Emerging Targeted 
 Therapeutics for MDS - G. Garcia-Manero
15.45 How I manage MDS in Italy - V. Santini

16.00 Progress in Targeting the TGFb Pathway, Managing 
 TP53-Mutant MDS and Novel Chromatin modulation
 Strategies - M. Della Porta
16.15 How I treat Systematic Mastocytosis - C. Papayannidis

SESSION 6 - NEW FRONTIERS IN CHRONIC MYELOID 
LEUKEMIA AND MPNs
SESSION CHAIRS - E. JABBOUR - G. SAGLIO

16.30 CML in MDACC: Management of resistant and advanced
 phase disease; optimizing TKIs and novel strategies
 E. Jabbour
16.45 How I manage CML in Italy: First, Second and Third 
 generations TKIs - G. Saglio
17.00 TFR: Impact of depth and Duration of  Response 
 D. Russo
17.15 New insights into biology of MPN - A.R. Migliaccio
17.30 Co�ee break

SESSION 7 - STATE OF THE ART OF LYMPHOMAS 
SESSION CHAIRS - N. FOWLER - F. LANZA

17.45 Lymphomas : State of the Art in MDACC - N. Fowler
18.00 Lymphomas: State of the art in Italy - G. Musuraca
18.15 New frontiers in relapsed/refractory Hodkgkin 
 Lymphoma: role of brentuximab vedotin and nivolumab
 A. Pinto
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DAY 1 — 25
SEPTEMBER 
2019

thDAY 1 — 25
SEPTEMBER 
2019

SESSION 8 - THE NEAR FUTURE OF LYMPHOMAS 
SESSION CHAIRS - C. CARLO-STELLA - G. PAGANELLI

18.30 New frontiers in Aggressive Non- Hodgkin Lymphomas: 
 novel agents and CAR-T - C. Carlo-Stella 
18.45 Microenvironment-driven metabolic rewiring in 
 Hodgkin disease  - A. Romano
19.00 Conclusions Day 1 - C. Cerchione, G. Martinelli

DAY 2 — 26
SEPTEMBER 
2019

thDAY 2 — 26
SEPTEMBER 
2019

EXTRA SESSION - BREAKFAST WITH THE EXPERT SESSION
(max 10/expert)

08.00 Breakfast with the expert: State of the art of 
 Lymphomas in MDACC – N. Fowler
08.00 Breakfast with the expert: State of the art of 
 MDS in MDACC – G. Garcia-Manero
08.00 Breakfast with the expert: CML in 2019: are we 
 in “cure” era?  – E. Jabbour
08.00 Breakfast with the expert: State of the art of older 
 AML in MDACC - T. Kadia
08.00 Breakfast with the expert: State of the art of 
 AML in MDACC – H. Kantarjian
08.00 Breakfast with the expert: New frontiers in
 biology of acute leukemias  – M. Konopleva
08.00 Breakfast with the expert: State of the art of 
 MM in MDACC – H. Lee
08.00 Breakfast with the expert: State of the art of  
 ALL in MDACC – F. Ravandi

08.00 Breakfast with the expert: Immunotherapy in 
 AML – N. Daver
08.00 Breakfast with the expert: State of the art of 
 CLL in MDACC – A. Ferrajoli
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DAY 2 — 26
SEPTEMBER 
2019

thDAY 2 — 26
SEPTEMBER 
2019

SESSION 9 - NEW FRONTIERS IN HEALTH MANAGEMENT
SESSION CHAIRS - D. AMADORI, M. ALTINI
(Italian Session)

08.30 Clinical trials management: present and future   
 Gestione dei trials clinici: presente e futuro 
  O. Nanni
08.45 New frontiers in Health management    
 Nuove frontiere nell’health management    
 M. Altini 
09.00 Role of registries in Italy: importance for present  
 and future  
 Ruolo dei registri in Italia: importanza per il   
 presente e per il futuro - E. Crocetti
09.15 Drug Management in Italy: near future of 
 OncoPharmacist  
 Drug Management in Italia: il futuro del 
 farmacista Oncologico - C. Masini
09.30 My life against cancer  
 “Anima e coraggio. La mia vita contro il cancro”  
  D. Amadori

09.45 Multidisciplinary approach in IRST OncoHematology
 Department - L’approccio multidisciplinare nel  
 reparto di OncoEmatologia IRST - G.L. Frassineti

SESSION 10 - STATE OF THE ART IN ACUTE
LYMPHOBLASTIC LEUKEMIAS 
SESSION CHAIRS - M. KONOPLEVA, A. RAVANDI

09.45 ALL: State of the art in MD Anderson Cancer
 Center – H. Kantarjian  
10.45 How I manage Ph pos and Ph neg ALL 
 in Italy – C. Papayannidis 
10.15 Biology of ALL – Ph-like and Early T-cell 
 precursor - M. Konopleva
10.30 MRD in ALL – F. Ravandi
11.00 Infections in Acute Leukemias – L. Pagano 
11.15 Morphology in Acute Leukemias and 
 hematologic malignancies - G. Zini
11.30 Co�ee break

SESSION 11 - NEW FRONTIERS IN ACUTE
LYMPHOBLASTIC LEUKEMIA  
SESSION CHAIRS - F. LOCATELLI, G. MARTINELLI

12.00 Triple negative B-ALL – A. Ferrari
12.15 Novel therapeutic strategies on Acute 
 Leukemia based on synthetic lethality  
 A. Ghelli
12.30 Childhood ALL: How To Cure the Very High 
 Risk – Role of CAR-T - F. Locatelli
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DAY 2 — 26
SEPTEMBER 
2019

thDAY 2 — 26
SEPTEMBER 
2019

12.45 CAR-T clinical trials for patients with Leukemia
 or Lymphoma: room for improvement
 C. Quintarelli
13.00 Ph + ALL: How Can we optimize treatment
 for all patients? - E. Jabbour
13.15 Present and Future of GIMEMA Trials in ALL  
 S. Chiaretti
13.30 Lunch

SESSION 12 - THE NEAR FUTURE OF MULTIPLE
MYELOMA AND MGUS SESSION CHAIRS
SESSION CHAIRS - C. CERCHIONE, H. LEE

14.15 MM: State of the art in Italy – C. Cerchione
14.30 MM: State of the art in MD Anderson Cancer
 Center – H. Lee
14.45 Biology of MM, SMM and MGUS -  C. Terragna
15.00 Importance of imaging in multiple myeloma 
 in era of novel agents – E. Zamagni
15.15 Old and new generation drugs and newest
 combinations: PIs, IMIDs and monoclonal 
 antibodies: car�lzomib, ixazomib, pomalidomide, 
 daratumumab, elotuzumab and beyond
 V. Montefusco

SESSION 13 - THE NEAR FUTURE OF MULTIPLE
MYELOMA AND MGUS  
SESSION CHAIRS - M. BOCCADORO, P. TOSI

15.30 New Insights in Anti-Angiogenesis in Multiple
 Myeloma – A. Vacca
15.45 Autologous transplant in MM: towards a new 
 era? - M.T. Petrucci
16.00 Novel agents role and use in frail patients
 D. Derudas
16.15 Managing side e�ects in novel agents era 
 P. Tosi
16.30 Risk strati�cation of Multiple Myeloma in
 novel agents era - F. Di Raimondo
16.45 The importance of Real World evidence in 
 Multiple Myeloma – M. Boccadoro
17.00 Co�ee break
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DAY 2 — 26
SEPTEMBER 
2019

thDAY 2 — 26
SEPTEMBER 
2019

SESSION 14 - NEW FRONTIERS IN CHRONIC 
LYMPHOCYTIC LEUKEMIA  
SESSION CHAIRS - A. FERRAJOLI, G. GAIDANO

CLOSING SESSION: NEXT QUESTIONS
THE NEAR FUTURE OF HEMATOLOGY

17.15 CLL: State of the art update in MD Anderson 
 Cancer Center – A. Ferrajoli
17.30 How I manage CLL in Italy – A. Cuneo 
17.45 Role of MRD in CLL – M. Massaia
18.00 Biology and treatment of Richter syndrome  
 G. Gaidano

18.15 The near future of Hematology in MDAAC
 and IRST – H. Kantarjian, G. Martinelli
18.30 Conclusions and Presentation of 
 SOHO Italy Society: 
 See you in September 2020  
 C. Cerchione – G. Martinelli

The use of social media is extremely important to build a 
stronger relationship and to improve the interaction 
between speakers and attendees, so do not forget to use them!
Our o�cial hashtag is  #sohoitaly2019. 
You can use it on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

Like our              page SOHO ITALY 

Follow our              page SOHOITALY

You can                with:

@sohoitaly
@SocietyofHemOnc
@IRSTu�ciale
@pro_eventi
@DottorClaudio
@DrHKantarjian
@Daver_Leukemia
@DrNathanFowler
@garciamanero
@TapKadia

Follow us!

Enjoy and share your experience!

“FORI IMPERIALI” Room



Supported by an unrestricted educational grant from

Via Aurelia Antica 415 - Roma

Information
 N. 2773-268407: 12.6 ECM for 150 partecipants
Physicians, Pharmacists, Biologists,
Biomedical Laboratory Technicians

From ROMA TERMINI take underground Line A
(direction Battistini) and  get o� at the stop 
AURELIA. (10 stops)
Go walking from AURELIA underground stop 
to  the stop C.NE CORNELIA/BOLOGNIN, 
take the Bus 889 (direction Mazzacurati) and get o� 
AURELIA ANTICA/TORRE ROSSA (5 stops)
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RT You can book your Bus Service 24h before
your arrival  at this e.mail address:
cpstpeters@hotel-invest.com
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PROVIDER ECM 2773
info@proeventi.it - 0882.242151
www.sohoitaly.it


